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Vocal tract configuration for breathing and speech sound

production
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Figure 1. Magnetic resonance images of the adult vocal tract a) during rest breathing and b) during production of a sustained vowel sound. The images show compression of the tongue base
and elevation of the tongue blade during production of the vowel /ee/ relative to the position of the tongue during rest breathing. Axial (panel c) and coronal (panel d) views of the oral and
pharyngeal cavities highlight a central groove in the tongue, denoted an asterisk (*) associated with production of the vowel sound.
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